
DCS Families and Staff, 
Although I see snowflakes today,           I know that we are in the homestretch. It seems impossible that there
are only two months left of the school year.  The months of May and June are packed with activities and I’m
looking forward to seeing you at some of the fun events we have planned.  Below are some updates for you.
In addition to these updates, our website is full of important information including news about the merger
study between Deposit and Hancock CSD, as well as current budget information. You can view that
information here:
Budget: https://www.depositcsd.org/BudgetInformation.aspx
Merger Study: https://sites.google.com/dcmoboces.com/deposit-hancock-merger-study/home?authuser=1
For planning purposes, I’ve included a copy of the 26-27 school calendar on the next page. As always, please
reach out to me with any questions you may have: dcook@deposit.stier.org ~ Denise Cook, Superintendent

SAFETY DRILLS: A reminder that we’ll continue to practice our required safety drills beginning this week.  For
the remainder of the year, we’re required to complete an additional 2 fire drills and 2 lock-down drills. Staff
and students are prepared for these drills. You can review our safety plans on our website and help by
reminding your children to follow directions and listen to the adults during these practices:
https://www.depositcsd.org/SafetyInformation.aspx
The dates of the drills are listed in the chart below to the left. 

Important 

Dates

April 22 - Senior Recognition & Track Meet @ DCS @ 4:15 PM
May 7 - Baseball Senior Recognition @ 4:15
May 8 - Mothers’ Day Breakfast @ 7:30 Elem. Café 
May 11 – Public Budget Presentation @ 5:30 PM in elem. library
May 14 – Family Fair hosted by Community Schools from 4:30-6:30 on the front lawn
(weather permitting) or gym
May 19 – Budget Vote 1-8 PM in band room/Spring Concert @ 6:30 PM
May 21 - Moving Up Day
May 22-May 25: Memorial Day long weekend
*The Green Thumb Garden Club will be hosting the annual plant sale on the following dates:
5/7 & 5/14 from 3-5 PM (on campus); 5/23 & 5/30 from 8-11 on the corner of Division and
Pine  
You can find dates/times/locations for our athletics on our website:
https://www.schedulegalaxy.com/schools/124
6/16 - Last Day of School for grades 7-12 * There may be other days that 7-12 will not be in
attendance due to Regents, but information will come from the principal.
6/24 - Last Day of School for PK-6 *Dismissal at 11:30 AM
6/26 - HS Graduation @ 7 PM in Auditorium
**Additional dates about end of year celebrations will come from building principals
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SAFETY DRILL
DATES:

LOCKDOWNS:
5/1 & 5/20

FIREDRILLS:
6/2 & 6/4
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AFFORDABLE INTERNET: We know that our families need reliable, affordable internet for daily life. See the
flyer below if you need assistance getting/paying for internet services. If you are still having difficulties
getting service, please reach out to your building principal.

WWW.DEPOSITCSD.ORG www.facebook.com/depositcentralschooldistrict

LUMBERJACK LEDGER
APRIL 20, 2026 - FAMILY & STAFF UPDATES



Here are some answers to the most popular questions. For more information,
please visit the website:
https://sites.google.com/dcmoboces.com/deposit-hancock-merger-
study/home?authuser=1

Q: Is a new school building being proposed in the merger study? 

A: No, there is no proposal for a new building.

Q: Will the local libraries have to close?

A: No. There are different ways that the libraries could

restructure and stay open. More investigations about how this

could look are being done at the state level.

Q: Why can’t we just continue to share and send teachers back and

forth throughout the day?

A: Depending on the subject area and size of the classes, teachers

are scheduled to teach the students in their home district for

multiple periods/day. The current shares have been decided based

on caseload, type of position, and/or the amount of time NYS

requires students to experience a specific subject. In many cases,

shares aren’t possible. 

Q: What is the financial status of both districts right now?

A: Both districts are fiscally stable at the current time. However,

both districts are facing yearly challenges based on rising costs

and lowered income. the state has threatened to take away funding

from districts that have experienced lower enrollment over the

years which would result in a loss of $800K for Deposit and $2.7M

for Hancock. 

Deposit-Hancock

merger study q & A
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Q: Is it true that the districts have debt?
A: Yes, both districts have some debt. Districts borrow money for
things like buses and facilities projects. This debt is carefully
planned and is aligned with aid generated by the capital projects
or bus purchases. This aid is included as revenue. Keeping a steady
flow of debt and state aid allows the districts to keep tax levies
at a more consistent rate.

Q: Why do we have to take on the other district‘s debt in a
merger? that’s not fair.
A: : don’t forget that capital projects and bus purchases also
generate income in the form of state aid...and in some cases, a lot
of it. Facilities projects previously done in one district will bring
in an additional 3.6 million dollars of income in the event of the
merger. Also, the community members should look at the assets
that will be combined/inherited in a merger: buildings, staff, tax
base, and state aid. If the districts merge, “What’s mine is mine”
must be “what’s ours is ours”. just like we share pride in our
merged athletics. 

Q: How can we trust that the new board will make good decisions
if we merge?
A: the taxpayers will elect the new board. It is critical that only
people who have the best interests of children in their hearts and
minds are elected to these seats. electing people who don’t believe
in the merger, will only create barriers for the new district to
thrive.

Deposit-Hancock
merger study q & A

Continued



Q: What about transportation? I don’t want my child on a bus for a

really long time.

A: The districts are studying transportation to get a clear picture of

how much extra time students would need to be on a bus if they were

going to deposit/hancock from the opposite town. factors such as

school schedules, number of drivers, number of buses, and starting

locations are being analyzed to find the best possible solution. keep in

mind that not all students would need to be shuttled to a different

location. More information to come on this at the completion of the

study. 

Q: Will students from pennsylvania be able to attend the new district?

A: yes; students from pennsylvania could pay tuition to attend the

newly merged school district as they currently do. It would be up to

the new board to decide if they wanted to allow PA students to

attend/pay tuition, and it would be up to the pennsylvania school to

decide if they want to send their students to the new district.

Q: What does the voting process look like?

A: After the merger study is shared publicly with the boards of

education on june 9 , the boards may decide to go ahead with the

“straw vote”. This is a non-binding vote that allows the public to show

whether or not they support the merger. This could be done by petition,

but both districts believe it’s important to have an actual vote to

assess support. This will likely happen in late july.  

th

These are just a few of the questions that have been on people’s minds. This decision is a big
deal and will require much thought. Attend meetings when you can and ask the sources for
information. In the end, the taxpayers will get to decide if the merge is to happen. 
Don’t forget to check out the full FAQ on our website:
https://sites.google.com/dcmoboces.com/deposit-hancock-merger-study/home?authuser=1

Deposit-Hancock

merger study q & A
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